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Disclosures

Justin Ruffridge
• I have no relevant financial relationships with the 

organizer of today’s event.
• Co-owner of Inlet Pharmacy Group
• Soldotna Professional Pharmacy
• Juneau Drug Company
•Alpine Apothecary
• Inlet Clinical Services

•Member of the Alaska Pharmacist’s Association.
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Disclaimer

This is not a Board of Pharmacy meeting.  

Any attendee feedback does not represent your official 
position to the Board of Pharmacy and is not recorded as 

communication to the Board.  

To express your official position or feedback you may do so 
1) during public comment of a publicly noticed Board of 

Pharmacy meeting;
2) Email sent to the Board; or
3) Communication sent to the Board via a carrier.
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Disclaimer

If the regulation(s) presented in this CE are current 
and active they will be represented with their actual 

regulation number, i.e. 12 AAC 52….

Otherwise, all regulations presented during this 
continuing are meant to provide an update on what 

the Board is working on.  Regulations are not 
effective until they have gone through the Alaska 

Administrative Code (AAC) process to become 
published law.



Goals and Objectives

•To review the current composition of the Board of Pharmacy.
• To review potential legislative action this year.
• To review regulatory changes made this year.
• To review regulatory projects that the board is currently working 

on.
• PDMP Updates
• Questions & Answer

Alaska Board of Pharmacy
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Board & Support

• Board of Pharmacy members
• 2 public members:  

• Sharon Long – Anchorage [3/1/22]
• Tammy Lindemuth – Anchorage [3/1/25]

• 5 pharmacists
• Ashley Schaber – Anchorage [*] 
• Leif Holm – Fairbanks [3/1/23]
• Lana Bell – Anchorage [3/1/22]
• James Henderson – Soldotna [3/1/25]
• Justin Ruffridge – Soldotna [3/1/24]

• Executive Administrator
• Laura Carrillo, MPH

• Licensing Examiner 
• Heather Noe

• PDMP Manager:
• Lisa Sherrell

* Has been appointed by the Governors 
office & awaiting legislative confirmation. 
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2021 Regulatory Changes

Theme of this year?

Finish the work
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2021 Regulatory Projects

The board established a disciplinary matrix for failure to meet 
continuing education requirements.
• Rationale

• With no clear disciplinary matrix often issues of not 
performing the required amount of CE would require 
additional board action.

Type Base Fine Fine/Hour of Credit 
Missed

Mandatory Audits Reprimand Consent Agreement

Pharmacist $500.00 $100.00 2 Yes Yes

Pharmacy Technician $125.00 $25 2 Yes Yes
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2021 Regulatory Projects

Fees
• PDMP Fee (passed and current regulation)

• Reduced to zero
• Initial Licensing Fee (in public comment)

• Reduces fee for technicians to $0
• Renewal Fee (in public comment)

• Pharmacist: reduced to $100
• Technician: reduced to $25
• Other reductions in public comment please view and comment to the board
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2021 Regulatory Projects

Clarify veterinary reporting to the PDMP (in public comment)

• (h) To submit data for an animal prescription, a pharmacist or veterinarian must 

report

(1) the first name of the animal;

(2) last name of the owner;

(3) date of birth of the owner;

(4) species of the animal;

(5) address of the owner;

(6) name, quantity, and dose of the drug; and

(7) other details required by ASAP standards, including the correct species 
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2021 Regulatory Projects

Pharmacist in Charge (in public comment)
• (d) A pharmacist-in-charge may practice in more than one pharmacy location and 

may be designated as the pharmacist-in-charge of multiple pharmacies 
simultaneously.
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2021 Regulatory Projects

Military Licensing 12 AAC 52.105 (public comment)

• Adds a section to allow for temporary courtesy licensing for 
military families.

• In public comment and is longer than what can be posted here.
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2021 Joint Statement

COVID-19 Prevention and Treatment

• October 25th
• Some things have changed since then (oral antiviral medications)

• Joint statement between the Board of Pharmacy, Board of Nursing, and Board of Dental 
Examiners.

• If your health care provider writes you an ivermectin or hydroxychloroquine prescription, fill it 
through a legitimate source such as a pharmacy, and take it exactly as prescribed. 

• A pharmacist has a legal obligation to ensure a prescription is safe for a patient to consume, so 
your pharmacist may contact the prescriber with questions. 

• If your prescriber is unavailable for consultation or if the prescription is for an unusual dose, the 
pharmacist may refuse to fill the prescription. 

• Never use medications intended for animals on yourself or other people. Animal ivermectin 
products, formulations, and dosages are very different from those approved for humans. 

• Use of animal ivermectin for the prevention or treatment of COVID-19 in humans is dangerous. 
If you believe you are experiencing a medical emergency, call your practitioner or seek 
emergency services as soon as possible.
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2021 Listserv Notice

Listserv Notice for PREP Act Questions

•Q1: What can be ordered and administered?
• A1: Under the 9th amendment of the PREP Act, COVID-19 therapeutics that have been authorized, 

approved, licensed, or cleared by the FDA can be ordered and administered without a prescriber's drug 
order. At this time, approved treatments include monoclonal antibodies and remdesivir. As the FDA 
recognizes additional treatments in the future, please be sure to check their website to ensure 
administration of therapeutics are approved/authorized: https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-
updates/know-your-treatment-options-covid-19

• Q2: Who can order and administer therapeutics?
• A2: Only pharmacists can order therapeutics; however, pharmacists, interns, and qualified technicians 

who are licensed or permitted in Alaska and have completed any required training may administer them.

• Q3: Are there restrictions on routes of administration? 
• A3: COVID-19 therapeutics for subcutaneous, intramuscular, or oral administration can be ordered and 

administered by pharmacists, interns, and qualified technicians independently, but the treatment must 
still be authorized, approved, licensed, or cleared by the FDA.

• AT THIS TIME THE PREP ACT DOES NOT COVER ORAL ANTIVIRAL THERAPIES

https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/know-your-treatment-options-covid-19
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2021 PDMP updates

•Prescriber report cards became interactive in November, allowing providers to hover 
and click on metrics of interest, including details on MMEs, sedatives, stimulants, and 
narcotics

•License integration went live on January 11th, which in combination with the reduction 
of the PDMP to zero, has resulted in a streamlined initial registration process and will 
automate account reverification for existing users at the time of renewal

•A communications module is live on February 8th and is intended to aid in the flow of 
communication between providers regarding patient care by providing a secure 
mechanism to email or leave care notes within the NarxCare feature

•The board implemented a 30-day registration requirement in 12 AAC 52.855 effective 
May 6th. This change requires a pharmacist to register within 30 days of licensure or 
dispensing of controlled substances
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February Meetings

• The Board of Pharmacy will be meeting February 17th and 18th.

• In Juneau and can attend online.

• Public comment is always encouraged.

• Listserv 
• Sign up at Alaska Board of Pharmacy Homepage



Alaska Board of Pharmacy

Potential Legislative 
Actions

• Alaska Pharmacist Association projects
• Pharmacist/Pharmacy Mobilization Bill (HB 145)
• White bagging Legislation



Questions?


