
AkPhA
Legislative Update: 

Pertinent Legislative Issues



} Describe current makeup and functioning of 
legislative chambers in the Alaska State Legislative 
Session.

} Explain the current state of Pharmacist Provider 
Status in Alaska

} List three legislative bills that AKPhA is monitoring 
in the 2022 legislative session

} Identify possible future Alaska Pharmacy legislative 
action items/issues
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} The 2022 session is the 2nd session of the 
32nd Legislature. 

} Session convened on January 18, 2022.  

} Each Legislature has two regular sessions.

} Sessions are 90 days by law, plus any 
extensions or special sessions.  (April 19th )

} Could go the full 120 days allowed by the 
Constitution. (May 18th)
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} All bills and other measures pending from the first 
session carry over and remain in play during the 
second session.
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Lt. Governor Kevin Meyer
Has confirmed he will not run 

for re-election in 2022
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Governor Michael Dunleavy
Up for re-election 2022
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Paula Vrana
Administration
(appointed 9.21 
waiting 
confirmation)

Julie Sande
Commerce, Community 
and Economic 
Development

Nancy 
Dahlstrom
Corrections

Dr. Michael Johnson
Education and Early Development

Adam Crum
Health and Social 
Services

Jason Brune
Environmental Conservation

Doug Vincent-Lang
Fish & Game

Dr. Tamika L. Ledbetter
Labor and Workforce Development

Treg R.Taylor
Attorney General 
& Law

Corri Feige
Natural Resources

James Cockrell
Public Safety

Lucinda Mahoney
Revenue

Transportation and Public Facilities

Brigadier General Torrence Saxe
Military and Veterans' Affairs



} Two Bodies – Senate and House composed of 20 state 
senators & 40 state representatives. Each senator’s 
area is divided into 2 House districts.  

} 2-year terms in House.  4-year terms in Senate – with 
staggered election process, except during re-
districting. 

} Each body is further divided between two groups—the 
majority and the minority.  To be a part of the 
majority, a legislator is typically required to vote to 
approve the budget and support all procedural votes 
on the floor.

} Senate has a non-binding majority this session
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Each majority and minority discuss issues 
and strategies in meetings called caucuses.                                                                       

Some are private and some are public sessions.



Sen. Peter Micciche
(R) Soldotna 

President of the Senate 

He leads a 14 member
Majority Coalition

13 Republicans 
1 Democrat  
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Rep. Louise Stutes
(R) Kodiak

Speaker of the House

She leads a 21 member
Majority Coalition 

2 Republicans
15 Democrats
1 Independent
3 Non Affiliated
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Majority Leader

Sen. Shelley Hughes
(R) Palmer 

Minority Leader Rules Chair 

Sen. Gary Stevens   
(R) Kodiak

Sen. Tom Begich 
(D) Anchorage
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Majority Leader

Rep. Chris Tuck 
(D) Anchorage 

Minority Leader Rules Chair 

Rep. Bryce Edgmon
(I) Dillingham

Rep. Cathy Tilton 
(R) Wasilla



} During session, most of the formal legislative work 
occurs through standing committees. 

} There are 10 regular standing committees in each body.  

} Both bodies have special committees for specific topics 
such as energy, fisheries and trade.  

} The House added a committee during the 31st

Legislature-Tribal Affairs.

13



} Legislators are appointed to committees at the 
beginning of the first session and typically stay 
assigned to those committees for both sessions. 

} The majority assigns committee chairs and 
allocates committee assignments.

} Thus, in a significant way, the majority controls 
which pieces of legislation will or will not move 
through the process.  
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} Most of the legislation that is of interest to you 
must be navigated through one or more of 3 
committees: 

1. Health & Social Services (e.g., all health issues)

2. Labor and Commerce (e.g., licensing & board 
confirmations)

3. Finance (any bill with a fiscal note or big policy 
issues with or without a fiscal note)  
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} Many issues to address in many committees – hard 
to keep track sometimes.  

} Pace can be fast, furious and confusing which is 
why meeting times change frequently; especially at 
the end of session.

} Some bills also may initially be referred to special 
committees.
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} A committee chair gets to decide whether a bill will 
be heard in the committee,

} and, generally, whether to allow a vote to move the 
bill from the committee.
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The proposed budgets:

Operating
Capital
Mental Health
Supplemental

are posted online at the Governor's Office of 
Management & Budget (OMB). 

https://omb.alaska.gov/
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https://omb.alaska.gov/


} Develop a plan to get state HSS Department to open the 
portal to add Pharmacist to the providers list. Done

} Update the Medicaid Provider enrollment portal and claims 
processing system to accommodate enrolling pharmacists as 
providers. Done

} Amend 7 AAC 120.110 (d) to allow for the payment of 
vaccines independently prescribed and administered by an 
enrolled pharmacist. 
In progress - HB145 Pharmacist Mobilization Act

} AkPhA continue educating legislators, and state departments 
during 2022 Legislative Sessions. - Ongoing
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} Passage of House Bill 145, “The Pharmacist Mobilization Act,” 
increases access to care and ensures Alaska’s pharmacists are 
reimbursed when providing services.

} The coronavirus pandemic has shown that pharmacists can 
engage at an elevated level to help deliver necessary 
healthcare to all Alaskans.

} Pharmacists have provided COVID-19 testing, vaccinations, 
and telehealth visits, and have helped patients manage 
chronic health conditions.

} This bill will update outdated statute so pharmacists can 
continue providing these services.
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} HB 145 defines the patient care services that pharmacists and 
pharmacy support staff can independently provide. 

} Allows pharmacist technicians to administer vaccines when under 
the direct supervision of a licensed pharmacists. 

} Empowers the Board of Pharmacy to regulate pharmacists, student 
pharmacists, and pharmacy support staff who provide these 
services.

} HB 145 updates the current provider anti-discrimination statute to 
support insurance coverage of these patient care services when 
provided by a pharmacist. 

} Currently, pharmacists are one of the only healthcare professionals 
not listed in this statute.

} HB 145 largely updates outdated statutes to align with current 
practices. Its passage benefits Alaskans by increasing healthcare 
access. 
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} Extends the termination date of the Board or Pharmacy from June 30 
2022 to June 30 2028.

} The Board of Pharmacy received a sunset review audit #20026-22 
during 2021. (20126 Pharm Final.indd (akleg.gov) )

} The audit was conducted as required by AS 44.66.050(a). 

} Per AS 08.03.010(c)(16) the board was scheduled to terminate on 
June 30,2022.

} The State Auditor recommended the legislature extend the board‘s 
terminatoin date to June 30th, 2028.

} The board regulates admission into the practice of pharmacy, 
establishes and enforces competency by ensuring compliance with 
professional standards, and adopts regulations. 
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https://legaudit.akleg.gov/wp-content/docs/audits/sunset/dcced/20126-Pharm-Final-WEB.pdf


The board is also required to -

} Establish and maintain a controlled substance prescription database;

} Establish standards for the independent administration by a pharmacist of 
vaccine; 

related emergency medication and opioid overdose drugs; 

} Maintain a link to the US Food and Drug Administrations website that lists all 
currently approved interchangeable biological products.  

} related emergency medication and opioid overdose drugs; 

} Maintain a link to the US Food and Drug Administrations website that lists all 
currently approved interchangeable biological products.

} The board licenses pharmacists, pharmacy interns, and pharmacy 
technicians.

} The Board also license pharmacies and wholesale drug distributor located 
inside the state, and wholesale drug distributors.  

24



Today, most women must refill their birth control every month.

This can be burden for many women especially in rural areas, and women who 
work in professions that require them to be gone extended periods of time. 

} HB 58 requires health care insurers, including Medicaid services, to provide 
coverage for prescription contraceptives and medical services necessary for 
those products or devices.

} HB 58 gives women full access to the contraceptive method that works best 
for her—including long-acting reversible contraceptives (LARCs) such as 
intrauterine devices and implants.

} HB 58 also requires coverage for the dispensing of 12 months of prescriptive 
contraceptives at a time.

} Studies have shown that access to reliable, consistent contraceptives and 
services is the best way to prevent unintended pregnancy.

} HB 58 is waiting for a hearing in House Labor & Commerce 
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} SB38 strives to establish a clear scope of practice for naturopathic 
doctors, aims to allow these primary health care providers in Alaska 
to practice consistent with their education and training. 

} Alaska’s has 60 licensed naturopaths.  However, current state law is 
vague as to the specific authorities of naturopaths, which has led to 
the adoption of some of the most restrictive naturopathic medicine 
regulations in the nation. 

} SB38 outlines clear statutory guidelines, including allowing licensed 
naturopathic practitioners to perform minor office procedures and to 
prescribe vitamins, minerals, and other non-controlled substance 
medications. 
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SB 38 allows naturopaths to practice within the standards and scope of their 
education and training. 
1). Prescribe natural and therapeutic substances, natural therapies
2). Contraceptive devices
3). Prescribe allowed drugs only if the naturopath has passed the Naturopathic 
Physicians Licensing Examination pharmacology portion.

The bill requires a Naturopathic Physicians to pass a pharmacology approved by 
the department that is equivalent to any examination of pharmaceutical 
knowledge required under AS 08.64.210 or 08.64.220.

SB 38 Restricts a naturopath from prescribing a cancer chemotherapeutic agent 
or a controlled substance and engaging in surgeries, except as authorized by 
AS 08.45.045(a)(3) or use the word “Physician” in the person’s titles 

SB 38 is waiting for a hearing in Senate Labor & Commerce 
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} An Act relating to Patient Choice in Dispensing of Drugs and Pharmacy 
Benefits Managers (White Bagging)

} The purpose of this act is to provide patient choice in where they have 
their prescriptions filed and improve the regulation, business practices 
and transparency of pharmacy benefit managers.

} Spear headed by Ashely Schaber, Daniel Nelson and Barry Christensen, a 
draft was presented to Senator Donnie Olson who submitted it to 
Legislative Legal for a formal bill.

} Senator Olson (D) from Golovin & Rep. Ortiz (Not Affiliated) from 
Ketchikan) have tentatively agreed to carry this Bill for us. 

} Once draft is approved by AkPhA a bill will be introduced.  

} Hopefully this year! 
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Medicaid is a jointly funded (federal and state) program that provides coverage for the cost 
of medically necessary health care services for Alaska’s low-income children, pregnant 
women, families, disabled individuals, adults without dependents, and elderly. 

The Medicaid program contributes to the department’s mission through three distinct 
service venues: 

� Provision of adequate and basic health care services to eligible persons. 

� Access to integrated behavioral health services for individuals experiencing a behavioral 
health disorder; a serious mental illness and/or a substance use disorder; or at risk of a 
diagnosis for any of the three. 

� Facilitate access for individuals with disabilities; seniors; and vulnerable adults ensuring 
their safety while promoting independence, personal choice, and dignity. 

Medicaid services are under the programmatic oversight of three operating divisions within 
the Department of Health: the Divisions of Health Care Services; Behavioral Health; and 
Senior and Disabilities Services.
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} Medicaid Services Component Budget Summary
https://omb.alaska.gov/ombfiles/23_budget/HSS/Proposed/
86_comp3234.pdf

} The Governor’s proposed Medicaid Services Budget:  
85_rdu595.pdf (alaska.gov)

} The House HSS Budget Subcommittee heard the Medicaid 
overview on 2/5.  You can view it here:  Medicaid HFIN Budget 
Subcommittee
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https://omb.alaska.gov/ombfiles/23_budget/HSS/Proposed/86_comp3234.pdf
https://omb.alaska.gov/ombfiles/23_budget/HSS/Proposed/85_rdu595.pdf
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Meeting/Detail?Meeting=HDHS%202022-02-05%2015:00:00%23tab2_4e


} Medicaid Presentation HFIN Budget Subcommittee 2.5.22

} Department’s increment of $45.0 million UGF is due to projected 
increased utilization, as well as cost saving activities. 

◦ * PCG cost saving activities to be implemented in FY2023: 
◦ • $17.0 million projected to be captured once Medicaid eligibility 

redetermination resumes (until the Public Health Emergency is 
over, states receiving the enhanced FMAP must adhere to a 
continuous enrollment requirement). 
◦ • $6.5 million – Implementation of Section 1945 Health Homes 
◦ • $3.5 million – Pay for Performance for Hospitals 

Other cost saving activity to be implemented in FY2023: 

◦ • $4.6 million – Implementation of Indian Health Service (IHS) 
reclaiming by the Administrative Services Organization for the 
Division of Behavioral Health
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http://www.akleg.gov/basis/get_documents.asp?session=32&docid=78648


1. PDMP                             11.   Wholesaler Licensure Legislation

2. Naturopaths

3. Immunization

4. EpiPen

5. Loan Forgiveness Program – SHARP 

6. Medicaid Reform

7. Opiod

8. Tramadol

9. Narcan

10. PBM Audit / MAC Pricing
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} Be Prepared!
◦ Choose only one or two topics for your visit.

◦ Define the issue and have the important facts.

◦ Decide beforehand what you want the legislator 
to know.

◦ Sketch out exactly what you want to say and your 
ASK.
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} Be Brief!

◦ Tell the legislator up front what you want to discuss.

◦ Be aware of the time allotted for your call – most 
appointments are for 10 minutes.  

◦ Say it in THREE minutes.

◦ Stay on message. Keep it short, focused and on topic.

◦ Ask the legislator if they have any questions and what 
his or her position is on the issue.  
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} Be Real!

◦ Be honest, courteous and positive.  Include any 
promised information.

◦ Tell your story – how will the issue impact your 
life or those you serve.

◦ Try to find points of agreement to help the 
legislator see your point of view.

◦ If they were not able to commit in person, contact 
them again to find out where they stand.
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} Follow Up!

◦ Send a thank you letter or note. 

◦ Do not promise anything you cannot deliver.

◦ If you can’t answer a question, offer to find out 
and send them the information.
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1. Whining, arguing  
acting like a jerk

2. Talking TOO long

3. Unorganized

4. Speaking poorly of 
other legislators

5. Speaking poorly of 
opposition

6. Telling a legislator 
what they did 
wrong

1. Not following up

1. Not thanking those 
who help you.
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Alaska State Legislature (BASIS)
http://akleg.gov/index.php

◦ Legislators & Session Staff Lists
◦ House & Senate Committees
◦ House Finance Subcommittee Members
◦ Senate Finance Subcommittee Members
◦ Legislation & Laws Information

State of Alaska
http://alaska.gov/

◦ Department Websites
◦ Employee Directory
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http://akleg.gov/index.php
http://alaska.gov/


Now is the time to prepare and educate.

• Change #1: Open Primaries to increase participation among 
all Alaskans, top 4 vote getters move on.

• Change #2: Ranked Choice Voting in General Election.
1). Winner must get majority support.
2). Counting will be transparent.

• Change #3: Alaskans now know the TRUE source of all 
campaign contributions.
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} The association will host monthly zoom meetings to 
keep members informed regarding our legislative 
priorities. 

} All members are invited to participate.

} When needed virtual meetings will be set up with 
legislators needing education on our priority bills. 

} All members are requested to send letters of support to 
their legislators on AkPhA top priority bills.  
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