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Summary 

• Introduction 

• A millennia 
• Surviving the Arctic 

• Oral Tradition 

• Colonization 
• Boarding Schools 

• Current 
• Indian Health Service 

• Representation 
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• Land Acknowledgement 
• Tanana Land 

• Ditroi 

• Second year Pharmacy Intern at 
Pacific University 

• Work inpatient at FMH 



Learning Objectives 
At the conclusion of this activity, 
participants will be able to 
explain one way colonization 
affected the health of Koyukon 
Athabascans. 

At the conclusion of this activity, 
participants will be able to 
describe the importance of 
language as it pertains to the 
health of Koyukon Athabascans 
who utilized an oral tradition for 
thousands of years. 

 
 

At the conclusion of this activity, 
participants will be able to 
differentiate between Alaska 
Native people groups by general 
regions of Alaska. 

At the conclusion of this activity, 
participants will be able to 
differentiate between the Indian 
Health Service funded, tribally 
managed healthcare in Alaska 
and the Indian Health Service 
managed healthcare predominant 
in the contiguous United States of 
America. 

 

 



Pre Test 

• What region did Denaakk’e generally 
live in Alaska? 

• How is IHS in Alaska different than 
the contiguous US? 

 





Nomads  

• Chief and Hunting men 

• Medicine man or medicine woman 

• Everyone had a job 

• Maternal Clans 



Animals 

• Respect 
• Same 

• Knowledge of animal lives and habits 

• Spoke to animals 

• Rushed 
• overnight 

• Used every part 
• Flies  

• Bad luck 

• Necessity 

• Young ones 



Oral Tradition 

• Original story 
• K’etetaalkkaanee 

• At’aghl huydo hutaaldlit yeenslinh 
huyh ghon’ naaltlgus 

 Story of the Flood 

• Animals 



Potlatches 

• Celebration 
• Well off 

• Mourning 
• Runner 

• Giveaway 
 



Hutlaanee 

• Taboo 
• Walked on 

• Food consumed 

• A way of life 
• survival 

 



Russians Arrived 
• Fur Traders 

• Beads 

• Sternwheelers 

• Canned food 



Death 

• Measles 

• Polio 

• TB 

• Influenza 



School 

• English 
• Beatings 

• See Spot Run 

• Dick and Jane 

• Kill the Indian save the man 





Colonization in Alaska 

• BIA 

• IHS 
• Tribally managed with IHS funding 

• Pre-paid 

• Missionaries 
• Divided up 

• AFN 2016 

 

• ANCSA 
• 1971 

• 44 million acres 

• $962.5 million 

• 13 Corporations 

• Village Corporations 



Denaakk’e 

• Fish and Game 

• School 

• Poor and in Debt 



Today 

• Second Transition 

• Alaska Native as a collective 

• Language Revitalization 



Representation 

• Resiliency 

• Determined 

 



Pandemic 

• River watch 

• Potlatches 

• Oral tradition 



Healthcare Workers 

• Patience 

• Humility 

• Solidarity 



Post Test 

• Denaakk’e, what region did they 
generally live in Alaska? 

• How is IHS in Alaska different than 
the contiguous US? 



Listener Questions and Discussion 
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