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 Describe the status of Point of Care testing in Alaska and 
other regional states and Pharmacist’s statutory ability to 
provide such services.  
 

 Explain the current status of Pharmacist Provider Status in 
Alaska and the impact of the SETmUP project to further such 
efforts. 
 

 List 3 legislative bills that AKPhA is monitoring in the 2021 
legislative session.  

  
 Identify possible future Alaska pharmacy legislative action 

items/issues.  
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 The 2021 session is the first session of the 
32nd Legislature.  

 

 Session convened on January 19, 2021.   

 

 Each Legislature has two regular sessions. 

 

 Sessions are 90 days by law, plus any 
extensions or special sessions.  (April 19th ) 

 

 Could go the full 120 days allowed by the 
Constitution. (May 18th) 
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 The time period between sessions is called the 
interim.  

 

 The interim is the best time to get to know your 
legislators and tell them about your interests.   

 

 All bills and other measures pending from the first 
session carry over and remain in play during the 
second session. 
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Lt. Governor Kevin Meyer 

 

 

6 

Both up for re-election 2022 

Governor Michael Dunleavy 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 
7 

Kelly Tshibaka 
Administration 

Julie Anderson 
Commerce, Community 
and Economic 
Development 

Nancy 
Dahlstrom 
Corrections 

Dr. Michael Johnson 
Education and Early Development 

Adam Crum 
Health and Social 
Services 

Jason Brune 
Environmental Conservation 

Doug Vincent-Lang 
Fish & Game 

Dr. Tamika L. Ledbetter 
Labor and Workforce Development 

Treg R.Taylor 
Attorney General 
& Law 

Corri Feige 
Natural Resources 

Amanda Price 
Public Safety 

Lucinda Mahoney 
Revenue 

John MacKinnon 
Transportation and Public Facilities 

Brigadier General Torrence Saxe 
Military and Veterans' Affairs 



 Recall effort launched in July 2019. 

 

 Recall Dunleavy group submitted 49,006 (28,501 were 
required) signatures to the state elections office 9/4. 

 

 Supporters will need an additional 71,252 signatures to force 
a recall election. 

 

 Reboot the Recall – 70%  

 50,078 Signature Collected  

           71,252  Signature Needed 

 

 The last day for supporters to turn in signatures for the 
Dunleavy recall is June 8, 2022. 
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 Q:  What happens after the Petition Stage: 

 

A:  Once the petition is returned and the threshold met, 
the Division of Elections will be added to the ballot of any 
previously scheduled statewide election (Primary or 
General).  

 

The question will be, in essence: Shall Governor Michael J. 
Dunleavy be recalled from Office?  Yes or No. 

 

 Q: Has an Alaska Governor ever been recalled? 

 

A: No. The closest was a 1992 effort to recall LT. Gov. 
Jack Coghill, which survived the lawsuits, but lost 
momentum and dissolved as the Hickel-Coghil 
administration made changes in response to public 
pressure.   
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 Two Bodies – Senate and House composed of 20 
state senators & 40 state representatives. Each 
senator’s area is divided into 2 House districts.   

 

 2-year terms in House.  4 years terms in Senate – 
with staggered election process, except during 
re-districting.  

 

 Each body is further divided between two 
groups—the majority and the minority.  To be a 
part of the majority, a legislator is typically 
required to vote to approve the budget and 
support all procedural votes on the floor. 

 

 Senate has a non-binding majority this session 
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Each majority and minority discuss issues  
and strategies in meetings called caucuses.                                                                       

Some are private and some are public sessions. 



Sen. Peter Micciche   

(R) Soldotna  

President of the Senate  

 

He leads a 14 – member 

Majority Coalition 

13 Republicans  

  1 Democrat   
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Rep. Josiah Patkotak 
(Independent) Utqiagvik  
Temporary Speaker  
 
House still needs to 
organize 
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Majority Leader 

Sen. Shelley Hughes 
(R) Palmer  

Minority Leader  Rules Chair  

Sen. Gary Stevens   
(R) Kodiak 

Sen. Tom Begich  
(D) Anchorage 



1st  Session 32nd Newly Elected Legislators 
To see your legislators, click here: AKLEG Photo Sheet 

Representatives – 11 New House Members 
 

Mike Cronk (R) –  Tok/Northway 

Ronald Gillham (R) - Kenai 

James Kaufman (R) - Anchorage 

Christopher Kurka (R) - Wasilla 

Kevin McCabe (R) – Big Lake 

Ken McCarty (R) – Eagle River 

Tom McKay (R) - Anchorage  

David Nelson (R) - Anchorage 

Josiah Patkotak (Not Affiliated) - Barrow  

Calvin Schrage (Not Affiliated) - Anchorage 

Liz Snyder (D) – Anchorage 

 

          

 

   
 

http://akleg.gov/docs/pdf/Legislator-Photo-Sheet.pdf


 

Senators: - 2 New Senate Members 

 

Roger Holland (R) Anchorage 

 

 

Robert Myers (R) North Pole 
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 During session, most of the formal legislative work 
occurs through standing committees.  

  

 There are 10 regular standing committees in each 
body.   

 

 Both bodies have special committees for specific 
topics such as energy, fisheries and trade.   

 

 The House added a committee during the 31st 
Legislature-Tribal Affairs. 
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 Legislators are appointed to committees at the 
beginning of the first session and typically stay 
assigned to those committees for both sessions.  

 

 The majority assigns committee chairs and 
allocates committee assignments. 

 

 Thus, in a significant way, the majority controls 
which pieces of legislation will or will not move 
through the process.   

 

17 



 Most of the legislation that interests you must be 
navigated through one or more of three 
committees:  

 

1. Health & Social Services (e.g., opiates) 

2. Labor and Commerce (e.g., licensing) 

3. Finance (any bill with a fiscal note or big policy 
issues with or without a fiscal note)   
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 Many issues to address in many committees – hard 
to keep track sometimes.   

 

 Pace can be fast, furious and confusing which is 
why meeting times change frequently; especially at 
the end of session. 

 

 Some bills also may initially be referred to special 
committees. 
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 A committee chair gets to decide whether a bill will 

be heard in the committee, 

 

 and, generally, whether to allow a vote to move the 
bill from the committee. 
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The proposed budgets: 

Operating 

Capital 

Mental Health 

Supplemental 

 

are posted online at the Governor's Office of 
Management & Budget (OMB).  

 https://omb.alaska.gov/ 
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https://omb.alaska.gov/


Pharmacist Provider Status  
 

 AkPhA Board Chair – Set-up Provider Status Working group.  Named 
Colman Cutchins chair. Done 
 

 Working Group met, educated members and  discussed strategies. - 
Done 
 

 Develop a plan to get state HSS Department to open the portal to 
add Pharmacist to the providers list. – Done 
 

 Update the Medicaid Provider enrollment portal and claims 
processing system to accommodate enrolling pharmacists as 
providers.  Done 
 

 Amend 7 AAC 120.110 (d) to allow for the payment of vaccines 
independently prescribed and administered by an enrolled 
pharmacist. 2021Pharmacist Mobilization Act 

 
 AkPhA needs to educate legislators, and state departments during 

2021/2022 Legislative Sessions. - Ongoing 
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 The Pharmacist Mobilization Act –being drafted 
 

PURPOSE  

 The purpose of this bill is to modernize the pharmacy practice 
statutes to:  

 

 Clearly define patient care activities pharmacists may provide and 
empower the Board of Pharmacy to regulate those services.  

  

 Empower the Board of Pharmacy to more effectively regulate 
pharmacy support staff. 

 

 Support reimbursement for health care services by clearly defining 
those services and including pharmacist in the states provider 
anti-discrimination statute. 
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 Under the authority of Article III, Section 18 AK Constitution 
the Governor transmitting the bill relating to the extension of 
the public health declaration issued on January 15, 2021.   

 

 This bill would extend the public health disaster emergency 
period to September 30th, 2021 or until the commissioner of 
the Dept. of Health and Social Services certifies to the 
governor that there is no longer an outbreak of COVID-19 or 
an imminent threat of an outbreak in the State of Alaska, 
whichever is earlier.  

 

 The bill includes several important provisions to protect the 
public and economic health of the States residents during this 
unprecedented public health emergency period.  
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 Today, most women must refill their birth control every 
month. 

 

 This can be burden for many women especially in rural areas, 
and women who work in professions that require them to be 
gone extended periods of time. 

 

 HB 58 helps ensures all women have consistent access and 
requires that insurance cover one-year’s supply of birth 
control. 
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1).  Requires insurers to provide coverage for A) prescription 
contraceptives; (B) voluntary sterilization procedures; and (C) 
consultations, examinations, procedures, and medical services 
that are necessary to prescribe, dispense, insert, deliver, 
distribute, administer, or remove the drugs, devices, and other 
products or services 

 

2).  Mandates insurance companies to pay private and Medicaid 
claims. 

  

3). Insurers must reimburse a health care provider or dispensing 
entity for dispensing prescription contraceptives intended to 
last for a 12-month period and for subsequent dispensing of 
the same prescription contraceptive whether the insured was 
enrolled in the health care insurance plan at the time of the 
first dispensing. 
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 SB38/HB 40 strives to establish a clear scope of practice for 
naturopathic doctors, aims to allow these primary health care 
providers in Alaska to practice consistent with their education 
and training.  

 

 Alaska’s has 60 licensed naturopaths.  However, current state 
law is vague as to the specific authorities of naturopaths, 
which has led to the adoption of some of the most restrictive 
naturopathic medicine regulations in the nation.  

 

 The bill outlines clear statutory guidelines, including allowing 
licensed naturopathic practitioners to perform minor office 
procedures and to prescribe vitamins, minerals, and other 
non-controlled substance medications.  
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 Section 8 – AS 08.45.045 Practice of naturopathy.  

 

(New section) Allows naturopaths to practice within the standards and scope of 
their education and training; prescribe natural and therapeutic substances, 
natural therapies, and contraceptive devices; prescribe allowed drugs only if the 
naturopath has passed the Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination 
pharmacology portion; and perform minor surgeries and order diagnostic 
procedures.   

 

 Section 9 – AS 08.45.050 - Restrictions on practice of naturopathy.  

 

(Amended) Removes the prohibition for prescribing drugs, performing minor 
surgeries, and using the word “physician” in titles . 

 

Prohibits naturopaths from giving, recommending or prescribing cancer drugs 
and controlled substances.  
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 Medicaid was reduced by $35.184 mil.  
 

 A 1.5% reduction from the FY21 Authorized budget of 
$2.39 Billion. 
 

 Medicaid behavioral health, children's services, and 
long-term care were combined into one Medicaid 
budget line item.  
 

 Adult Preventative Dental was flat funded. 
 

 Note: Folks are saying this proposed cut is actually 
because Medicaid lapsed $35 mil at the end of the 
last fiscal year (impact of COVID on service 
utilization). 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yU6GinN4bcJLdHLyAWTtzmM5HpUIc5kU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yU6GinN4bcJLdHLyAWTtzmM5HpUIc5kU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yU6GinN4bcJLdHLyAWTtzmM5HpUIc5kU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yU6GinN4bcJLdHLyAWTtzmM5HpUIc5kU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yU6GinN4bcJLdHLyAWTtzmM5HpUIc5kU/view?usp=sharing


 

1. PDMP                                  

2. Naturopaths 

3. Immunization 

4. EpiPen 

5. Loan Forgiveness Program – SHARP  

6. Medicaid Reform 

7. Opiod 

8. Tramadol 

9. Narcan 

10.PBM Audit / MAC Pricing 

11.Wholesaler Licensure Legislation 
 

 

 

32 



SHARP Council Mtg - 2/4/21 

SHARP: Contracts 
 
 

Occupations Behavioral Dental Medical Totals

Counselor 33 33

Dental Hygienist 9 9

Dentist 50 50

Marriage & Family 2 2

Nurse (RN) 1 40 41

Nurse Midwife 3 3

Nurse Practitioner 8 42 50

Pharmacist 49 49

Physical Therapist 4 4

Physician 16 102 118

Physician Assistant 3 24 27

Psychologist 14 14

Social Worker 30 30

Grand Totals 107 59 264 430

Percentage 25% 14% 61%
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Alaska’s SHARP Program 
Contracts 

 



 Be Prepared! 

◦ Choose only two or three topics for your visit. 

 

◦ Define the issue and have the important facts. 

 

◦ Decide beforehand what you want the legislator 
to know. 

 

◦ Sketch out exactly what you want to say and your 
ASK. 
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 Be Brief! 
 

◦ Tell the legislator up front what you want to discuss. 
 

◦ Be aware of the time allotted for your visit – most 
appointments are for 10 minutes.   
 

◦ Say it in THREE minutes. 
 

◦ Stay on message. Keep it short, focused and on topic. 
 

◦ Ask the legislator what his or her position is on the 
issue. 
 

◦ If they aren’t sure, ask when you can check back to find 
out what they intend to do. 
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 Be Real! 

 

◦ Be honest, courteous and positive.  Include any 
promised information. 

 

◦ Tell your story – how will the issue impact your 
life or those you serve. 

 

◦ Try to find points of agreement to help the 
legislator see your point of view. 

 

◦ If they were not able to commit in person, contact 
them again to find out where they stand. 
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 Follow Up! 

 

◦ Send a thank you letter or note.  

 

◦ Do not promise anything you cannot deliver. 

 

◦ If you can’t answer a question, offer to find out 
and send them the information. 
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1. Whining, arguing  
acting like a jerk 

 

2. Talking TOO long 

 

3. Unorganized 

 

4. Speaking poorly of 
other legislators 

 

5. Speaking poorly of 
opposition 

 

6. Telling a legislator 
what they did 
wrong 

 

7. Underestimating a 
legislator 

 

8. Not following up 

 

9. Not remembering 
the worm turns. 

 

10. Not thanking those 
who help you. 
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Alaska State Legislature (BASIS) 

 http://akleg.gov/index.php 
 

◦ Legislators & Session Staff Lists 

◦ House & Senate Committees 

◦ House Finance Subcommittee Members 

◦ Senate Finance Subcommittee Members 

◦ Legislation & Laws Information 
 

State of Alaska 

http://alaska.gov/ 
 

◦ Department Websites 

◦ Employee Directory 
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 The association will host it’s 1st virtual legislative 
day this year. Date to be Announced.  

 

 All members are invited to participate. 

 

 Meet & chat with your legislators regarding our top 
Priorities.  
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A simple service provided by your local community pharmacists. 

2/9/2021 

National Association of Chain Drug 
Stores - The Face of 

Neighborhood Healthcare 43 



• To safely re-open America and to keep communities healthy, experts 
estimate that  
3 times as many tests per month are required than is currently being done. 

  * Leverage ALL assets and healthcare professionals to perform COVID-19 testing 

  * Rapid Results: POCT tests (CLIA-waived); 3 tests FDA-authorized 

          *  2 POCTs used by Pharmacies; results 5 – 20 minutes (employers) 

                      *  1 POCT: Home Use (patients’ self-swab); yet, results take days 

• Over 26 states (including NY, FL, LA) allow pharmacies to provide COVID-19 
tests.  Federal guidance issued on April 8th authorizes pharmacists to 
provide COVID-19 tests. 

                 *On April 27th, Administration said governors should follow suit for Medicaid 
programs. 

• All 50 states have certified CLIA-waived pharmacies. Now is the time to give 
them the  authority needed to ramp up testing. Doing so is critical to get 
Americans back to work!   

 

 

 

2/9/202
1 

National Association of Chain Drug Stores - The Face of Neighborhood 
Healthcare 
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• Community pharmacies increase access to care by conducting routine 
screenings and tests. 

 

• In fact, across 40 states, pharmacists provide CLIA-waived point of 
care tests. 

 

• Screen or test for: Flu, Strep, TB, HIV, and/or Hepatitis C, among 
others. 

 

• Same testing technology as used in physician offices. 

 

2/9/2021 

National Association of Chain Drug 
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 HIV Prevention & Hepatitis C 

• Preventing HIV and Hepatitis C are important public health priorities to 
improve the health, wellness, and vitality of our country.  
• An estimated 1.1 million people are living with Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

(HIV) in the U.S. and startlingly, 14% or 1 in 7 people are unaware they are 
infected.  

 

• Clinical guidelines recommend the integration of HIV and Hepatitis C 
screening within routine care.  

 

• Community pharmacists are qualified and capable to conduct HIV and 
Hepatitis C screenings for patients within the community and refer for 
follow-up care 
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COVID-19 Antigen Test (Recovered 
Individuals) 
• The antigen test is a tool to get people 

who might be immune to COVID-19 back 
to work.  

• These individuals are not symptomatic.  

• The antigen test could be conducted inside 
a pharmacy, as these individuals are not 
sick.   

• The test is similar to an at-home diabetic 
finger prick blood screen, where small 
drops of blood are mixed with a reagent in 
a POC testing device.   

 

 

COVID-19 Test (Sick Patients) 

• Pharmacies are following the CDC’s 
guidance for infection control. This 
means keep sick and well people apart.  

• As seen in the media, pharmacies are 
creating outdoor, mobile areas to test for 
COVID-19. These patients often stay in 
their own car due to the transmission 
risk.  

  



• Pharmacists are educated and trained to interpret screening and 
testing results. 

 

• CLIA-waived tests are cleared by the U.S. Food & Drug Administration 
for home use or outside a traditional laboratory (e.g. pharmacy or 
physician’s office). 

 

• CLIA-waived tests are so simple there is an extremely low risk for 
erroneous results.  

 

• Pharmacists follow the test manufacturers instructions for use and 
interpretation of results. 

 

2/9/2021 
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Post-Graduate Refresher 
Training 

• NACDS offers a 20-hour certificate 
program on POCT. Completed by 
6,000+ pharmacists 

• Companies provide their own 
refresher training programs as 
deemed appropriate.  

• Pharmacists follow the specific use 
instructions for each test, just like 
any other provider. 

The PharmD Curriculum 
• Since 2016, the pharmacy accrediting 

body has required inclusion of POCT in 
the curriculum.  

• Similar education and training to other 
non-‐physician practitioners (e.g., NPs 
and PAs).   

• Minimum of 6 years advanced education 
as part of PharmD curriculum.  

• The training of pharmacists emphasizes 
patient-‐centered care as a medication 
expert, which includes interpreting 
evidence, formulating patient 
assessments and recommendations, 
implementing, monitoring and adjusting 
patient care plans, and documenting 
activities.  
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1 
• Assessment 

2 
• Specimen Collection 

3 
• Results 

4 
• Treatment, if appropriate 

5 
• Referral, if appropriate 

6 
• Data Reporting 



• Assessment is a standard function within the practice of pharmacy. 
This is not a diagnosis. 

 

• Physical assessment includes checking vital signs (e.g. pulse, blood 
pressure, temperature, etc.) and vital statistics (e.g. age, height, 
weight, smoking status, etc.). 

 

• Screening questions are a routine component of assessment.  Such 
questions simply determine eligibility to have a screening or test 
completed.  

 

• Across the 40 states where pharmacists deliver POCT, screening 
questions are a routine component to determine eligibility. 
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Nasal 

Swab 

4 types of specimen 

collection for CLIA-

waived tests. 

Throat 

Swab 

Oral 

Fluid 

Pharmacists trained 

to collect 

specimens. 

Whol

e 

Blood 
Finger

prick 



• Certain point-of-care tests (e.g. flu and strep) offer a definitive result 
(positive or negative).   
 

• POC Testing results from 3 – 20 minutes 

 

• A positive result can mean treatment is appropriate. For flu, this is an 
antiviral medication. For strep, this is an antibiotic.  

 

• 17 states allow pharmacists to provide testing following by initiation 
of appropriate treatment (including Oklahoma, Kentucky & 
Tennessee) 
 

• 2 States allow for COVID-19 Test & Treat 
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Sample Protocol  

• Pharmacists routinely follow 
protocols.  

• Authority for pharmacists to 
test and treat varies. However, 
in some states, use of a 
protocol is necessary. 

• This sample protocol shows 
how a pharmacist could test 
and provide treatment for flu. 

• Per the protocol, treatment is 
only provided when indicated 
by the collaborative 
management plan. 



• As noted in the sample protocol, it had “automatic referral criteria.” 
This means, some patients were not tested in pharmacy, but instead 
referred elsewhere.  

 

• For HIV and Hepatitis C, these screenings offer a reactive or non-
reactive result. If a patient screening result is reactive, the pharmacist 
refers patient for confirmatory testing outside of the pharmacy.  

 

• Pharmacists routinely work with the healthcare team and refer 
patients as appropriate.  They are experienced in coordinating with 
primary care physicians. 

 

 

2/9/2021 
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• Pharmacies routinely share data with others.  

 

• In some states, tests for certain disease states (e.g. HIV or Hepatitis C) 
are mandatory to report to public health agencies by law.  

 

• Pharmacies are well-equipped and committed to comply with state, 
local, and/or federal testing data requirements appropriately. 

 

• Data reporting is especially important for public health track and 
trace efforts, an essential strategy to re-open America safely. 

 

2/9/2021 

National Association of Chain Drug 
Stores - The Face of 

Neighborhood Healthcare 56 



2/9/2021 

National Association of Chain Drug 
Stores - The Face of 

Neighborhood Healthcare 57 

1 

•Assessment – Simple online assessment designed by CDC and 

implemented by 3rd parties (e.g. Verily). This is not a diagnosis. 

2 

•Specimen Collection – For COVID-19 PCR test, nasal or nasopharyngeal 

swab. For COVID-19 antigen test (immunity), finger prick. 

3 
•Results – Results interpreted per test manufacturer instructions. 

4 

•Treatment – There is currently no treatment for COVID-19. However, 

pharmacists well positioned to provide treatment when available. 

5 

•Referral – If positive, pharmacies provide warm handoff to primary care 

physician & track and trace by public health officials. 

6 

•Data Reporting – Share data either through 3rd party platform or directly 

to state, local and/or federal authorities as required.   



 For states that still have remaining barriers to COVID-19 testing 
pharmacies, they should look to do one of the following: 

 

1. An executive order that waives any impeding rules and restrictions to 
effectively support pharmacies to roll out end-to-end testing broadly 
across all communities they serve; or 

2. A Statewide Standing Order that permits licensed pharmacists to order 
and administer COVID-19 tests, without the need for additional 
protocols or other physician authorization. 

 

 Join the 26 states that have provided pharmacies with this authority to 
help Americans. 
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