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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Regular session ended on May 15 the 120
th

 day instead of the 90
th

.  Two special sessions have been 

held so far and the Governor is considering a third this Fall.  If called, he has indicated it will be to 

consider adding to the PFD payout.  

 

384 bills and resolutions were introduced during the first session of the 31
st
Llegislature.  29 bills 

have been signed into law and 6 are still waiting transmittal to the Governor’s Office.  SB 40 Black 

History Month was transmitted to the Governor on September 13
th

 and is due back from him by 

October 7
th

.  HB 126 Alaska Native Heritage Month is still awaiting transmittal. 

 

Most of the Legislature’s focus was on crime, and the operating and capital budgets, including of 

course, the payout for the permanent fund dividend.  The Senate presented a united front in the last 

days of regular session to pass budgets all present in favor and none opposed while the House 

passed the budgets along majority/minority lines.   

 

The Legislature sent over an operating budget $200,000,000 less than the FY19 budget and the 

Governor vetoed an additional $400,000,000.  Neither the capital budget nor the PFD made it 

through the regular session! 

 

The first special session began May 16
th

. 
 

Even before the regular Session ended, Governor Dunleavy announced he would be calling a 

Special Session and he did.  Legislators passed HB 49, the criminal justice bill, rolling back 

provisions of the 2016 crime bill (SB 91) and the Governor signed it into law the first day of the 

second special session (July 8
th

).   

 

Legislators also passed a capital budget, but the PFD languished - the House adjourned with the 

Majority Leader “promising “ the PFD would be back in another special session. 

 

After the first special session adjourned, the Governor vetoed several line items in the operating 

budget setting the stage for possible legislative overrides during the second special session. 

 

The second special session started in separate communities on July 8
th

.   
 

Most legislators gaveled in at the Capitol in Juneau while the House minority and a handful of 

Senators met in Wasilla  - where the Governor called the legislature to settle the size of this year’s 

Permanent Fund dividend.   

 

The contentious session saw Sen. Costello breaking with the Senate Majority - her seat as Majority 

Leader and membership on the Rules Committee went to Sen. Hoffman; Rep. Wilson leaving the 

http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/SB0040Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/HB0126Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/HB0049Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/29/Bills/SB0091Z.PDF
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majority coalition in the House, giving up her seat as co-chair of House Finance; the operating 

budget overrides failing; and a $1,600 PFD passing.   

 

Many of us learned about the “reverse sweep” and on July 17
th

, the  Governor amended his original 

call to officially continue the session in Juneau.  Acknowledging compromise on some of the 

budget items would have to be reached, he also added an act “authorizing capital appropriations, 

operating appropriations for certain state programs, repealing appropriations and making 

appropriations to capitalize funds” to the call. 

 

Here is a list of the items the Governor vetoed and the items he let go through into the FY 2020 

operating budget: https://www.adn.com/politics/alaska-legislature/2019/08/20/heres-whats-cut-and-

whats-not-in-alaskas-state-operating-budget/ 

 

Click here for information on the enacted Fiscal Year 2020 capital budget, including a funded 

project summary, a vetoed project summary and more. 

 

The second session may have started with a roar but went out with a whisper.  The clock ran out at 

midnight August 6
th

 without any legislative business being conducted during the day. 

 

Here’s a list of the bills of interest that became law: 

 
Legislation that didn’t make it through the process during the first session will still be in play when 

the second session starts on January 20, 2019: 

 

HB 12 Protective Orders sponsored by Rep. Kopp clearly allows victims of domestic violence, 

sexual assault, or stalking to request an extension of a protective order 30 days before or within 60 

days after it expires.   

 

HB 14 Assault; Sex Offenses; Sentencing Aggravator sponsored by Rep. Lincoln classifies the act 

of ejaculating on a person without their consent as a sex crime, and recognizes the serious nature of 

strangulation to the point of unconsciousness by classifying the act as first degree assault and 

including it in the list of aggravating factors for sentencing.  The bill further addresses sentencing of 

sex-crimes and prohibiting electronic monitoring credits against prison sentences. 

 

HB 49 Crimes; Sentencing; Drugs; Theft; Reports sponsored by the Governor amends elements of 

several crimes, increases the classification of some offenses and creates several new crimes.  The 

changes took effect July 9
th

 and apply to offenses committed on or after that date (see Capitol 

Currents issue 18 for an overview of the bill provisions). 

  

SB 10 Extend Suicide Prevention Council sponsored by Sen. Kawasaki extends the Council through 

June 30, 2027. 

 

SB 36 Extend Board of Nursing sponsored by Sen. Giessel extends the Board through June 30, 

2025. 

 

SB 37 Renewal of Vaccine Assessment Program sponsored by Sen. Giessel reauthorizes the 

statewide immunization program in the Department of Health and Social Services. The program 

monitors, purchases and distributes all childhood vaccines and select adult vaccines to providers, 

making access to vaccines universal for all Alaskans. The statewide immunization program is fully 

funded by the state Vaccine Assessment Account through assessments (upfront fees) from health 

plans and insurers and other fees.  

https://www.adn.com/politics/alaska-legislature/2019/08/20/heres-whats-cut-and-whats-not-in-alaskas-state-operating-budget/
https://www.adn.com/politics/alaska-legislature/2019/08/20/heres-whats-cut-and-whats-not-in-alaskas-state-operating-budget/
https://omb.alaska.gov/fiscal-year-2020-enacted-budget/
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/HB0012Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/HB0014Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/HB0049Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/SB0010Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/SB0036Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/SB0037Z.PDF
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SB 41 Number of Superior Court Judges sponsored by Senate RLS adds to judges to the third 

judicial district, bringing the number of judges in the district to 28 and the number of judges 

statewide to 45. 

 

SB 44 Telehealth: Physician Assistants; Drugs sponsored by Sen. Giessel clarifies that physician 

assistants can provide telemedicine in collaboration with and under the oversight of physicians.  

Further, the bill requires the Department of Health and Social Services to adopt in regulation and 

regularly update a preferred drug list and a prior authorization medications list. The lists can be 

incorporated into regulation by reference. 

 

SB 89 Legislature; Ethics; Conflicts sponsored by SRLS was enacted without the Governor’s 

signature on May 25
th

.  The bill rewrites parts of HB 44 from 2018; returning several provisions to 

prior injunctions.  To read a PowerPoint presentation on the revised law click here:  

http://www.akleg.gov/basis/get_documents.asp?session=31&docid=24035 

 

SB 93 Medical Provider Incentives/Loan Repayment sponsored by Sen. Wilson  builds upon 

successes of the Alaska Health Care Professions Loan Repayment and Incentive Program, 

commonly referred to as the SHARP Program. SHARP is a loan repayment and direct monetary 

incentive program that helps reduce shortages by filling vacant healthcare provider positions in 

some of the most underserved areas across the state.  SHARP III fills the gap between the Federally 

funded SHARP I program and the State-funded SHARP II program by allowing private sponsorship 

in the form of local government, philanthropic foundation or employer support.   

 

 

 

 
 

~ End of Report ~ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Contact:  Caren Robinson (carenr@gci.net) 

 

http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/SB0041Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/SB0044Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/SB0089Z.PDF
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/get_documents.asp?session=31&docid=24035
http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/SB0093Z.PDF
mailto:carenr@gci.net

